V9727 Hague clock
1690-1700

h 56.5, w 31, d 15

Signed on cartouche 'Johannes Van Ceulen. Hagae'

On back plate 'Johannes Van Ceulen Fecit Hagae'

By Johannes van Ceulen, the Hague
Johannes van Ceulen was one of the most productive clockmakers of the Netherlands, whose fame started around 1680. Van Ceulen's first clocks were fairly simple Hague clocks. As this clock clearly has a more elaborate case, it probably dates from a later period. 

The wooden case is veneered with ebony and decorated with cast and gilt ornaments and a male figure with staff on top. The inside of the back of the case has a marquetry decoration. The brass dial plate is covered with black velvet and turns on pins. The silvered brass dial ring has a central hour hand (I-XII, also indicating half hours) and minute hand (5-60, divided in 60 parts). The dial ring is held by a cast and gilt figure of Time.

The spring-driven movement has going and striking trains with five wheels driven by two separate barrels. Duration is two weeks. Striking is regulated by a count wheel on the back plate and occurs every half hour. The brass pendulum with brass bob regulates a verge escapement with a brass crown wheel. The pendulum is suspended on a silk thread between two would-be cycloidal cheeks.

Ceulen, Johannes van

Johannes van Ceulen (before 1656-1715) came from Maastricht and moved to The Hague in 1675. Two years later Van Ceulen bought a house on the Plein opposite the Huygens' residence. In 1686 he moved to the south side of 't Oogh in 't Seijlstraatje and in 1703 to the north side of Lange Pooten. When the Clockmakers' Guild was founded in 1688 Van Ceulen became warden and later master of this guild. Van Ceulen made a planetarium and two sea clocks for Christiaan Huygens. Several clockmakers were apprenticed to Van Ceulen (such as Van der Slot, Mulder) and this resulted in a large productivity.

Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
